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An approach to governance with special reference to a contribution of Geography
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To make preparations for decentralization, which is regarded as one of the objects of municipal merger,
it is essential not only to enlarge the scale of a local government, but also to establish a firm basis of gov-
ernance. The idea of governance is based upon the efforts of local people to pay closer attention to, make
a study of, get to know, and think about their own region, and it is Geography, in particular, its compre-
hensive perspectives and research methods, that greatly contribute to this. Our efforts to the establishment
of governance have just got started and more and more contributions of Geographers are very much ex-

pected to further community development.
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