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Robert B. Shoemaker  “As wives and mothers, women were expected to provide medica
carefor ther families. Girlslearned ‘ physick’ from their mothers, and women augmented their kills
from manuas of housewifery.” (Shoemaker 180)

40
10
(Martin Chuzzewit, 1842-43)
(Mrs. Gamp)
1852-53
Jane Rendall 1851
(Renddl 75) 3

Renddl  “[tlhe new jobs for women

were to be posts which fitted the middle-class Victorian conception of womanhood.” (Rendal 71)

(respectzhility)
Sdly Mitchell
(Mitchdl 262)

BarbaraEhrenreich  Derdre English

To the doctor, she brought the wifely virtue of absolute obedience. To the patient, she brought
the sdfless devotion of amother. To the lower level hospital employees, she brought the firm but



kindly discipline of a household manager accustomed to dedling with servants. (Ehrenreich and
English 36-37)

(Sareh Strickney Ellis)
Ellis 50

Ehrenrech English

Doctoring and nurdng arose as complementary functions, and the society which defined
nursing as feminine could readily see doctoring as intringcaly “masculine” If the nurse was
idedized Woman, the doctor was idedized Man—combining intelect and action, abstract
theory and hard-headed pragmeatism. (Ehrenreich and English 40)

(Edwin
Chadwick) (Report on the Sanitary
Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain, 1842) 1848
(The Public Hedth Act)



(housekeeper)

They put abed for me in our stting-room; and by keeping the door wide open, | turned the
two roomsinto one, now that Adahad vacated that part of the house, and kept them dways fresh

and airy. (459)

Mitton  “Early Victorians bdieved that
disease was caused by foul ar, or miasma, given off by stagnant water and stinking cesspools.”

(Mitton 5)

“‘If  anto beill, my greet trust, humanly speeking, isin you. And unlessyou are as quiet and

composed for me, asyou dwayswere for yoursdlf, you can never fulfil it, Charley.”” (463)
“Arg, |

complimented Charley on the room; and indeed, it was S0 fresh and ary, so potless and nedt, that |
could scarce believe | had been lying there so long.” (515)



My little Charley, with her premature experience of illness and trouble, had pulled off her
bonnet and shawl, and now went quietly up to him with acharr, and sat him down in it, like an
old sck nurse. Except that no such attendant could have shown him Charley’s youthful face,
which seemed to engage his confidence. (451)

(26) “I thought it best to be as
useful as| could, and to render what kind services| could, to those immediately about me; and to try
to let that circle of duty gradualy and naturaly expand itsdf.” (117)

“duty”
(Coventry Patmore, 1823-96)



(The Angd in the House, 1854-62)

What should | have suffered, if | had had to write to him [Allan Woodcourt], and tdl him thet
the poor face he had known as mine was quite gone from me, and thet | fredy reased him from

his bondage to one whom he had never seen!
O, it was so much better asit wadl . . . | could go, please God, my lowly way aong the path of
duty, and he could go hisnobler way upon its broader road; . . . (526)

‘Once more, duty, duty, Esther,’ said I; *and if you are not overjoyed to do it, more than
cheerfully and contentedly, through anything and everything, you ought to be. That'sdl | have
to say to you, my dear!’ (562)

‘| [Esther] have been thinking, that | thought it was impaossible that you could have loved me
any better, evenif | had retained them [my old looks].” . . .

‘ And don’'t you know that you are prettier than you ever were?




| did not know that; | am not certain that | know it now. But | know that my dearest little pets
arevery pretty, and that my darling isvery beautiful, and that my husband is very handsome, and
that my guardian has the brightest and most benevolent face that ever was seen; and that they
can very well do without much beauty in me—even supposing—. (914)

(“beauty”)
(Sr Dedlock)
(Lady Dedlock) (Captain Hawdon)
5
Carolyn Dever (Dever 99)

(Guppy)



(Richard Carstone)

“seif-help’

(Amy Dorrit)
(Tip Dorrit)



Joanne Byl
(Little Dorrit, 1855-57) “Physician”
(Eysl 26)
(Bayham Badger) (Harold Skimpole) 3

(Miss Hite)

There, and through it dl, my dear physcian [Allan] was a hero. Cdm and brave, through
everything. Saved many people in his spare clothes, took the lead, showed them what to do,
governed them, tended the sick, buried the dead, and brought the poor survivors safely off at
last! My dear, the poor emaciated crestures dl but worshipped him. They fdl down a his feet,
when they got to theland, and blessed him. The whole country ringswith it. (525)



The people even praise Me as the doctor’s wife. The people even like Me as | go about, and

make S0 much of methat | am quite abashed. | oweiit dl to him, my love, my pride! They like
mefor hissake, as| do everything | do inlifefor his sake. (913)
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hero/heroine

But he [Tom-All-Alone'g| has his revenge. Even the winds are his messengers, and they
serve him in these hours of darkness. There is not a drop of Tom's corrupted blood but
propagates infection and contagion somewhere. [. . .] Thereisnot an atom of Tom'sdime, not a
cubic inch of any pedtilentia gas in which he lives, not one obscenity or degradation about him
not an ignorance, not a wickedness, not a brutdity of his committing, but shal work its
retribution, through every order of society, up to the proudest of the proud, and to the highest of
the high. Verily, what with tainting, plundering, and spoiling, Tom has hisrevenge. (656-57)
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heroine
hero/heroine 1
“heroing’ Elizabeth
Langland “the FHorence Nightingde of bourgeois housekeepers, extending her
method across the face of England.” (Langland 94)

* 6 (2006 11 18 )
1 ( ) ¢“‘nursd’) OED
“nurse’ ) ( )@ 3
1
‘wet-nurss’ (2) (3)  “dry-nurse’ (NE)
2. Sly Mitchdl “a ghilling per day in London, plus room and meds’
(Mitchell 200)
3. Notes on Nursing, 1860  Appendix 1851
25 466 39,139
nurse 10
40 21,548
34
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4, pp. 9-34
5 “1. Pure ar. 2. Pure water. 3.
Efficient drainage. 4. Cleanliness. 5. Light.” (Nightingae 24)

GliasnWest  “Bleak House Esther’slliness” pp. 30-34

6. John Tosh  “Masculinity, after al, was essentidly about
being magter of one's own house, about exercising authority over children as wel as wife and
sarvants. Indeed rule as ‘father’” embodied the primary meaning of the term “patriarchy.”” (Tosh 89)

(Michd Foucault) (Madness and Civilization: A
Higtory of Insanity in the Age of Reason, 1961)
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Nursing, Gender, and Classin Bleak House
Sari NISHIGAKI

Synopsis

This pgper ams to congder nursing and its function in Charles Dickens's novel, Bleak House
(1852-53), from the viewpoints of gender and dass. Three types of nurang can be observed. Fir,
Esther’s nurang is atypicd example of nurang as a femade household “duty.” Esther has lost her
“beauty” by nurang her maidservant, Charley, and her disfiguration marks aturning point both in her
own life and in the narrative itsdlf. Second, Ada's nuraing results in failure, for her patient, Richard
Cargtone, lacksthe will to recover, and isdways depending on his greet expectations. Compared with
these examples, Allan’s nursing as a doctor shows middle-class paternd authority and heroism. In
concluson, by being anurse and adoctor, Esther and Allan become not only anided couple, but so
literdly the heroinelhero of the novd. In this respect, nursing in Bleak House functions as a crucid
agoect of the narrative.
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