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Out of the confusions and complexities of the eighteenth century system of law enforcement
the detective emerges as a figure of proportions alien and surprising to the modern mind.
Associated with corruption and dishonesty, he appears strikingly similar to the criminal
himself. . . . He entered fiction not as a hero, but as, at worst, a villain and, at best, a suspect

and ambiguous character.0 180
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As the course of this tale requires that we should become acquainted, somewhere here-
abouts, with a few particulars connected with the domestic economy of Mr Samson
Brass. . ., the historian takes the friendly reader by the hand, and springing with him into
the air, and cleaving the same at a greater rate than ever Don Cleophas Leandro Perez
Zambullo and his familiar travelled through that pleasant region in company, alights with

him upon the pavement of Bevis Marks.[J 2850
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Far in this den of infamous resort, there was a low-browed, beetling shop, below a pent-
house roof, where iron, old rags, bottles, bones, and greasy offal, were bought. Upon the
floor within, were piled up heaps of rusty keys, nails, chains, hinges, files, scales, weights,
and refuse iron of all kinds. Secrets that few would like to scrutinise were bred and hidden

in mountains of unseemly rags, masses of corrupted fat, and sepulchres of bones.[] 6101
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Oh for a good spirit who would take the house-tops off, with a more potent and benignant
hand than the lame demon in the tale, and show a Christian people what dark shapes issue
from amidst their homes, to swell the retinue of the Destroying Angel as he moves forth
among them![] 738.0
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Mr Bucket and his fat finger are much in consultation together under existing circum-
stances. When Mr Bucket has a matter of this pressing interest under his consideration, the
fat forefinger seems to rise to the dignity of a familiar demon. He puts it to his ears, and it
whispers information; he puts it his lips, and it enjoins him to secrecy; ... he shakes it

before a guilty man, and it charms him to his destruction.[J 7680
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There, he mounts a high tower in his mind, and looks out far and wide. Many solitary fig-
ures he perceives, creeping through the streets; many solitary figures out on heaths, and
roads, and lying under haystacks. . . . Other solitaries he perceives in nooks of bridges, look-

ing over; and in shadowed places down by the river's level. . . [0 8240
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Otherwise mildly studious in his observation of human nature, on the whole a benignant
philosopher not disposed to be severe upon the follies of mankind, Mr Bucket pervades a
vast number of houses, and strolls about an infinity of streets: to outward appearance rather

languishing for want of an object.C] 76801
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Night is generally my time for walking. . .. | have fallen insensibly into habit, both because
it favours my infirmity and because it affords me greater opportunity of speculating on the

characters and occupations of those who fill the streets.[] 43.00
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In that close corner where the roofs shrink down and cower together as if to hide their
secrets from the handsome street hard by, there are such dark crimes, such miseries and

horrors, as could be hardly told in whispers.[] 1080
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A wonderful fact to reflect upon, that every human creature is constituted to be that pro-
found secret and mystery to every other. A solemn consideration, when | enter a great city
by night, that every one of those darkly clustered houses encloses its own secret; that every
room in every one of them encloses its own secret; that every beating heart in the hundreds
of thousands of breasts there, is, in some of its imaginings, a secret to the heart nearest it!
Something of the awfulness, even of Death itself, is referable to this. No more can | turn the

leaves of this dear book that I loved, and vainly hope in time so read it all.0 440
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O 00O DETECTION. Means “ taking the roof off” i.e., uncovering what is hidden. In the Spanish liter-
ary tradition, the Devil occasionally offered one of his favorites the entertainment of looking into all the
houses of a town by taking the roofs off, Detectives are consequently sons or disciples of the Devil.”
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