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Two specimens of a flathead fish, Grammoplites knappi Imamura and
Amaoka, 1994, were collected from the coasts of Kochi and Tokushima Pre-
fectures, southern Japan. Reported here for the first time from Japan, this
species has been known only from the South China Sea off Thailand,
Malaysia, and China. Intraspecific variation in some proportional measure-
ments and in the serration on the pterotic ridge are probably related to the
immature condition of the present specimens.
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Introduction

The platycephalid genus Grammoplites Fowler, 1904 comprises three valid
species and is separable from other genera in this family by the following charac-
ters: suborbital ridge usually with four or more distinct spines; all lateral-line
scales with a distinct spine and a single opening to the exterior; iris lappet usually
simple; ocular and interopercular flaps absent; no sensory tube developed on
cheek region (Imamura 1996). Imamura and Amaoka (1994) described G. knappi
Imamura and Amaoka, 1994 from Sarawak, Borneo (type locality), the Gulf of Thai-
land, and Hainan Island, China. Knapp (1999) reported the species from the Johore
Shoals off Malaysia. He stated that it attains up to about 30 cm in total length and
was obtained from sea bottoms shallower than 32m by trawling.

During studies on the fishes of Kochi Prefecture (southern part of Shikoku Is-
land, Japan) and adjacent waters, we found two specimens of Grammoplites
knappi, previously unrecorded from Japan, in the fish collection of the Department
of Biology, Faculty of Science, Kochi University (BSKU). The late Professor Toshiji
Kamohara of Kochi University collected these specimens more than 50 years ago:
one is 69.0mm in standard length, from Kochi Prefecture; the other is 81.9mm,
from Tokushima Prefecture, farther northeast (Fig. 1). We describe them here in
detail because they provide features from smaller developmental stages than pre-
viously known.
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